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SUBJECT: PROPOSED DEMONSTRATION USING ITALY’S SIRIO 
SATELLITE 

1 . NASA HEADQUARTERS HAS RECEIVED REPORT FROM ROBERT GOSS 
OF NASA DELTA LAUNCH VEHICLE PROJECT OFFICE OF AMBASSADOR'S 
REQUEST FOR BRIEFING ON NASA'S DELTA PROGRAM AND HIS 
INTEREST IN POSSIBILITY OF ARRANGING AN EXCHANGE OF 
GREETINGS BETWEEN GOI AND USG SENIOR OFFICIALS USING 
ITALY'S SIRIO EXPERIMENTAL COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE AFTER 
ITS LAUNCH BY NASA CURRENTLY PLANNED FOR AUGUST 18. 

2. NASA RESPONSE IS CONTAINED IN FOLLOWING LETTER FROM 
ARNOLD W. FRUTKIN, NASA ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS: QUOTE 

HONORABLE RICHARD N. GARDNER 
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AMBASSADOR 
UNITED STATES EMBASSY 
ROME, ITALY 

DEAR DICK: 

ROBERT GOSS OF THE NASA DELTA LAUNCH VEHICLE PROJECT 
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OFFICE REPORTED TO ME HIS CONVERSATION WITH YOU IN ROME 
SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, AND WE ARE DELIGHTED TO HAVE YOUR 
INTEREST IN OUR ACTIVITIES WITH ITALIAN SPACE INTERESTS. 

ON YOUR REQUEST FOR A POSSIBLE BRIEFING ON THE DELTA 
PROGRAM, PETER EATON, DELTA PROGRAM MANAGER, AND WILLIAM 
BASTEDO OF THIS OFFICE WILL BE IN ROME JUNE 16-17 FOR 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE CONSIGLIO NAZIONALE DFJ.T.F, RICERCHE 
(CNR) ON REIMBURSABLE LAUNCHING MATTERS, AND WOULD BE 
AVAILABLE TO DESCRIBE THE PROGRAM TO YOU THEN, IF YOU 
FELT THIS WOULD BE HELPFUL. 

SIRIO IS A CNR SPACECRAFT WHICH WE ARE LAUNCHING ON A 
COST-REIMBURSABLE BASIS. WE DISTINGUISH THIS FROM A 
QUOTE COOPERATIVE UNQUOTE, NON REIMBURSABLE PROGRAM. 

SIRIO WAS IN FACT PROPOSED TO US AS A COOPERATIVE PROJECT 
FOR COST-FREE LAUNCHING, IN OTHER WORDS. HOWEVER, OUR 
PROGRAM PEOPLE DETERMINED AT THE TIME THAT NOTHING WOULD 
BE CONTRIBUTED TO NASA'S OWN SPACE COMMUNICATIONS PROGRAM 
WHICH COULD WARRANT OUR PAYING THE COST OF THE LAUNCHING. 
THEREFORE, THE LAUNCHING ARRANGEMENTS WITH CNR FOR SIRIO 
ARE ON A COST-REIMBURSABLE BASIS, AND THERE IS NO NASA 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE SIRIO SATELLITE ITSELF OR IN THE PLANNED 
SIRIO EXPERIMENTS PROGRAM AFTER LAUNCH. FOR THIS REASON, 

A BRIEFING ON THE SIRIO SATELLITE AND PROGRAM SHOULD BE 
PROVIDED BY ITALIAN SOURCES WHICH WOULD, I ASSUME, READILY 
OBLIGE. 

I UNDERSTAND YOU HAVE RAISED THE POSSIBILITY OF USING 
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SIRIO, ONCE LAUNCHED, FOR AN EXCHANGE OF GREETINGS OR 
DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. SINCE THERE IS 
NO NASA TECHNICAL INVOLVEMENT IN SIRIO, AND THE SATELLITE'S 
CAPABILITIES ARE OF NO CURRENT TECHNICAL INTEREST, SUCH A 
DEMONSTRATION WOULD APPEAR TO BE PROPERLY OF POLITICAL 
INTEREST AND A MATTER FOR STATE RATHER THAN NASA CONSIDER- 
ATION AND SUPPORT. WE WOULD, OF COURSE, BE HAPPY TO ASSIST 
TECHNICALLY IF CALLED UPON TO DO SO. 

AFTER LAUNCH, THE SIRIO SPACECRAFT WILL REMAIN UNDER 
LIMITED NASA CONTROL FOR ABOUT 45 DAYS FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
GEOSTATIONARY POSITIONING. BASED ON AVAILABLE 
ITALIAN INFORMATION, IT APPEARS THAT THE SIRIO ANTENNA 
PATTERN IN THE WIDE BAND MODE MAY BE CAPABLE OF TRANS- 
MITTING A VIDEO SIGNAL BETWEEN ROME AND THE EASTERN UNITED 
STATES. WE ARE UNSURE ABOUT HOW MUCH POWER THE SPACECRAFT 
WILL PUT OUT IN THAT MODE AND BELIEVE THE QUALITY OF THE 

SIGNAL WOULD HAVE TO BE CHECKED WITH CNR, ALONG WITH A 
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CAREFUL STUDY OF ANY COSTS INVOLVED. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING WHETHER A VISIT BY MESSRS. 
EATON AND BASTEDO JUNE 16 OR 17 WOULD BE USEFUL TO YOU. 
WE WOULD BE PLEASE TO WORK WITH THE EMBASSY IN TAKING A 
CLOSER LOOK AT THE FEASIBILITY OF A DEMONSTRATION AND 
THE COSTS INVOLVED, IF THDEPARTMENT WISHES TO CARRY 
OUT SUCH A PROJECT. 

SINCERELY, 

ARNOLD W. FRUTKIN UNQUOTE 

3. ORIGINAL OF LETTER BEING POUCHED. IN VIEW NASA REPS 
PLANNED VISIT TO ROME JUNE 16-17, DEPARTMENT WOULD 
APPRECIATE POST RESPONSE TO NASA OFFER OF BRIEFING. VANCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TELECOMMUNICATION, SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION, COMMUNICATION SATELLITES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 29833 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MBH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770201-0811 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770686/aaaacxsa.tel 

Line Count: 131 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c3333984-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN NASA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2260308 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROPOSED DEMONSTRATION USING ITALYYS SIRIO SATELLITE 
TAGS: TSPA, US, IT 
To: ROME 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c3333984-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



